
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Investigations are continu-
ing into an arson attack at 
Saray Market and Butchery, 
Torrensville, on Saturday 18 
October that injured several 
people, including the sus-
pects.

According to a South 
Australian Police report At 
11.35am on Saturday 18 
October, the suspects entered 
the Henley Beach Road busi-
ness via the rear car park off 
Jervois Street, Torrensville, 
where they had been parked 
for about four minutes.

Two suspects exited the 
vehicle, one wearing a motor-
cycle helmet and the other a 
balaclava. One suspect was 
seen to have a red plastic 
jerry can and the other car-
ried a Molotov cocktail. A 
short time later there was an 
explosion.

Six employees were in 
the store at the time.  Two 
24-year-old employees sus-
tained burns and were admit-
ted to hospital for treatment.

The three suspects left in 
a black Lexus station wagon, 
New South Wales registra-
tion DJ94PQ, which collided 
with a number of parked cars 

on East Street as it fled the 
scene.

About midday on Saturday 
18 October, emergency ser-
vices were called to Blenheim 
Street, Angle Park where a 
40-year-old man reported 
burn injuries from an alleged 
barbeque explosion. He was 
in hospital with serious inju-
ries and police were waiting 
to interview the man.

The black Lexus was 
found abandoned in Danby 
Street, Torrensville, near 
Ashley Street, about midnight 
Saturday night and has been 
seized for forensic examina-
tion.  It was reported stolen 
from a Findon address earlier 
this month.

This was not a random 
attack.  Investigation is ongo-
ing to determine if the inci-
dent relates to the illicit tobac-
co market or there is an alter-
native motive.

It comes after a separate 
butcher shop, Corinthian 
Meats, had its door smashed 
in and a fire lit inside on the 
same street earlier this month 
(picture).

The damage to the Saray 
Market building is approxi-

mately $150,000.
Detective Chief Inspector 

Brett Featherby said that 
police believe they have iden-
tified the three suspects and 
are gathering evidence to 
charge those responsible for 
arson and acts to endanger 
life.

Police have collected a 
large amount of CCTV from 
various scenes which is con-
tinuing to be analysed.

Investigators are seek-
ing any dash cam or CCTV 
footage from the public from 
Saturday 18 October in the 
vicinity of Henley Beach 

Road, East Street and Danby 
Street at Torrensville.

Police would also like to 
know about the movements 
of the black Lexus SUV, reg-
istration DJ94PQ, since it was 
stolen on 5 October.

Police would also like any 
information on a black WRX 
seen meeting or travelling in 
convoy with the black Lexus 
on Saturday 18 October.

If anyone knows anything 
about this attack, or who 
might be involved can con-
tact Crime Stoppers on 1800 
333 000 or online at www.
crimestopperssa.com.au
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Second butcher shop arson attack within two weeks

Further counts of 
assault for SA MP
South Australian MP 

Nick McBride has been 
charged with a further 
three counts of assault 
against his wife. 

As reported by the 
ABC Court documents 
released to the ABC 
show the new alleged 
assaults happened in 
January and September 
of 2024 and January of 
this year at Conmurra, 
in the state’s south-
east.

Mr McBride had pre-
viously been charged 
with assaulting his wife 
three times on April 10, 
also at Conmurra. 

Both sets of charg-
es were heard in the 
Naracoorte Magistrates 
Court on Wednesday 
and were adjourned 
until December for a 
pre-trial conference.

Mr McBride has yet 
to enter a plea but has 
denied any wrongdoing.

The charges against 
Mr McBride come after 
unrelated criminal alle-
gations against sev-
eral other former South 
Australian Liberal MPs, 
including Troy Bel l , 
Fraser Ellis and ex-
leader David Speirs.

Mr  McBr ide was 
elected to parliament in 
the south-east seat of 
MacKillop as a Liberal 
Party member in 2018 

before quitting to sit as 
an independent in 2023.

Mr McBride is also 
a grazier and his fam-
ily’s business, AJ & PA 
McBride, owns farm-
ing land across South 
Australia and Victoria.

He has  commi t -
ted to recontesting the 
seat of MacKillop at the 
upcoming 2026 South 
Australian election.

Following his first 
hearing in May, Mr 
McBride said the court 
proceedings had “no 
impact” on his role 
as the member for 
MacKillop.

“My core focus is to 
represent and advo-
cate for the people 
who live and work in 
this MacKillop elector-
ate and as my job, I will 
continue to do that,” he 
said at the time.

Source: https://www.
abc.net.au/

Odyssey Festival 
a great success

The 18th Greek Odyssey 
Festival was officially launched 
on Friday the 3rd of October 
2025 at the heart of Adelaide’s 
Greek Community, the historic 
Olympic Hall. The event includ-
ed music by a local Greek band, 
dancing by the GOCSA Dance 
Academy and the announcement 
of the three winners of the 2025 
Art Prize. 

In a moving ceremony, the 
President of the GOCSA togeth-
er with the President of the 
Tramountanas North Association, 
Mr Ray North, unveiled the busts 
of South Australia’s first Greek 
migrant George Tramountanas 
North and of his wife Lydia North.

On Sunday 5 October, Dr 
George Vassi lacopoulos,  a 
Senior Lecturer at La Trobe 
University, Melbourne, present-
ed a lecture on the history of the 
Greek Community in Australia 
since the arrival of the first Greek 

migrants in the 1820’s. The lec-
ture, was presented as part of 
the Odyssey Festival,  in both 
Greek and English. It was given 
on Sunday 5 October at the 
Adelaide Olympic Hall and well 
attended by about 100 communi-
ty members. Dr Vassilacopoulos’ 
spoke about how the Greek 
migrants managed to built a 
strong presence in Australian 
life through their struggles for 
migrants r ights, Indigenous 

rights, by forming the Greek 
Communities which gave them 
representation and a voice in 
Australian politics and how they 
helped to build multiculturalism 
as the modern Australian way of 
life.

As part of the Greek Odyssey 
Festival, Prof. Andrekos Var-
navas of the Flinders Univer-sity, 
presented a lecture at the Cyprus 
Club on Sunday 12 October, on 
the history of Cyprus migration to 

Australia. 
Presented by the Greek 

Orthodox Community of South 
Aust ra l ia ,  the 30th  Greek 
Film Festival was launched on 
the 16th October at the NOVA 
Cinema, Prospect, celebrating 
three decades since the nation-
al event began. Opening film 
“Kapetan Mihalis”, a powerful 
historical drama based on Nikos 
Kazantzakis novel and directed 
by Kostas Haralambous, was 
screened at two cinemas simulta-
neously, attracting large crowds.

The Adelaide Greek Film 
Festival featured a total of six 
Greek films, between the 16th 
and the 19th of October.

Another Odyssey Festival 
event was, the new book launch 
by Panagiotis Mavraidis titled 
‘Messenger from Afar ’ on 8 
October at the Olympic Hall.

Lastly, a series of cooking 
classes took place at the Panayia 
Hall by local identities teaching 
community members how to pre-
pare loukoumades, galaktobou-
reko and “Daktila”.

Community Life

Former SA MP Troy Bell jailed 
for fraud and theft offending

Former South Austral-
ian MP Troy Bell will 
spend at least two-and-a-
half years in jail for steal-
ing more than $430,000 
in public money meant 
for not-for-profit educa-
tion organisations.

The 52-year-old for-
mer member for Mount 
Gambier was sentenced 
to five years’ jail in the 
District Court today after 
a jury last year found 
him guilty of 20 counts 
of theft and five counts 
of dishonest dealing with 
documents.

The court previously 
heard he had spent the 
money on home reno-
vations and credit card 
debts.

The judge said Bell’s 
offending was too serious 
for anything other than 
an immediate jail term 
and set a two-and-a-half-

year non-parole period.
Judge Rauf Soulio 

said Bell’s “theft of pub-
lic monies over a sus-
tained period is serious 
and significant offending”. 
The jury had heard he 
stole an amount totalling 
$436,023.24, which was 
intended to support dis-
engaged and vulnerable 
high school students to 
re-engage in study.

Bel l  he ld a posi -
tion at the helm of the 
Independent Learning 
Centre (ILC) in Mount 
Gambier, which he had 
helped establish in 2006.

The South East seat 
remains vacant follow-
ing Bell ’s resignation 
in September, after the 
House Speaker chose 
not to hold a by-election 
due to proximity with the 
March 2026 state elec-
tion.

New T/Cypriot leader, committed to a united Cyprus
A moderate candidate 

won Turkish Cypriot elec-
tions last week, defeating 
a hardliner in a pivotal vote 
that could help revive stalled 
U.N. talks on reunifying 
Cyprus.

Centre-left politician Tufan 
Erhurman sailed to victory 
with 62.8% of the vote from 
just over 218,000 registered 
voters, defeating incumbent 
Ersin Tatar on a platform 
of reinvigorating talks with 
Greek Cypriots on the future 
of Cyprus.

Erhurman, a lawyer, has 
pledged to explore a federal 
solution — long supported by 
the United Nations — to end 
the island’s nearly 50-year 
division.

Tatar and Turkey, the 
only country which rec-
ognises breakaway North 
Cyprus, had backed a two-
state policy, which has been 
ruled out by the international 
community. Tatar, who came 
to power in 2020, received 
35.8% of the vote.

Turkish President Tayyip 
Erdogan  congra tu la ted 
Erhurman. “We will contin-
ue to defend the sovereign 
rights and interests of the 
Turkish Cypriots” Erdogan 
said in a post on X.

Cypriot President and 
Greek Cypriot leader Nikos 
Christodoulides also congrat-
ulated Erhurman, saying he 
was committed to resuming 
peace talks.

Cyprus was split in 1974 
in a Turkish invasion trig-
gered by a brief Greek-
backed coup, which followed 
sporadic fighting after the 
breakdown of a power-shar-
ing administration in 1963.

Tufan Erhurman is man-

dated to represent  the 
Turkish Cypriot community 
in negotiations with Greek 
Cypriots, who represent 
Cyprus in the European 
Union and have a say in 
Turkey’s aspirations to join 
the bloc.

Newly elected Turkish Cypriot leader Tufan Erhurman
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Tensions have boi led 
over as anti-immigration and 
counter-protesters took to 
the streets of Melbourne and 
other capital cities for the sec-
ond time in as many months, 
with two Victoria Police offi-
cers hospitalised following the 
protests.

Last week, hundreds of 
police officers, a group com-
posed of both those in riot 
gear and mounted police, 
separa ted  a  March  fo r 
Australia group estimated to 
be in the thousands, and a 
group of anti-racism protest-
ers in Melbourne’s centre. 

March for Australia protest-
ers were clad in Australian 
flags, with some waving anti-
immigration banners.

In contrast, counter-pro-
testers carried a range of 
banners and signs with anti-
fascist and anti-racist slo-
gans, while others waved 
Palest in ian,  Somal i  and 
Aboriginal flags.

A 30-year-old woman was 
arrested in Melbourne, with 
police deploying crowd con-
trol measures, including OC 

(or pepper) spray, flash-bangs 
and rubber bullets during a 
tense stand-off with counter 
protesters. 

Counter-protesters mar-
ched towards Parl iament 
House, with the two protest 
groups meeting at the north-
ern end of the CBD, separat-
ed by police.

Loud bangs were heard 
and smoke was seen ema-
nating from the middle of the 
protest groups, as demonstra-
tors chanted slogans and held 
banners. 

Crowds were eventually 
dispersed by riot police, who 
moved protest groups away 
from each other.

Victoria Police condemned 
the violence in the streets on 
Sunday, which saw a female 
sergeant and a male senior 
constable hospitalised with 
non-life-threatening injuries. 

C o m m a n d e r  W a y n e 
Cheeseman said police offi-
cers were pelted with rocks, 
glass bottles and rotten fruit 
while trying to protect protest-
ers and the community.

“This is what was thrown 

at police today, and I think 
Melbourne has had a gutful,” 
he said, showing a large rock 
to reporters.

It  is the second such 
clash in as many months in 
Melbourne, after an initial 
round of March for Australia 
rallies was held across the 
country in August.

But across the city, ABC 
reporters noted lower turnouts 
for the March for Australia ral-
lies this time around.

Matt Trihey, who spoke 

at the March for Australia 
event in Melbourne, told rally 
attendees not to be disap-
pointed by the turnout.

Mr  Tr i hey,  f r om the 
National Workers Alliance, 
a self-described movement 
“dedicated to the preservation 
of Western culture and iden-
tity”, who he said organised 
today’s rally in Melbourne.

He has previously claimed 
people with “European blood” 
face an “existential threat” 
from immigration.

Tensions erupt at rallies across Australian capitals

Expanded search for Gus 
ends with no new clues
A s  l a s t  w e e k ’ s 

renewed outback search 
for four-year-old Gus 
concluded, a missing 
persons advocate has 
spoken out about the 
emotional impact of such 
cases on all families 
who have experienced 
the disappearance of a 
loved one.

The fresh effort to 
discover clues about the 
boy’s disappearance 
was launched south of 
Yunta in outback South 
Australia on Tuesday in 
“an expanded area out-
side of the zone already 
searched”, police said.

SA Police said the 
renewed search had 
concluded, with the four-
day operation equating 
to 95 square kilometres 
searched on foot. 

”The original search 
area ex tended wel l 
beyond this with the use 
of the mounted opera-
tions unit and Polair. This 
area has been estimated 
at 470 square kilome-
tres,” SA Police said in a 
statement. 

”The fact Gus is a 
small child, the terrain is 
extremely rugged, harsh 

and subject to changing 
weather conditions has 
made the searching dif-
ficult and more challeng-
ing for those involved.”

The search had been 
“one of the largest oper-
ations of its type con-
ducted by SA Police”, 
the statement said. 

Police said further 
searches of the proper-
ty would be considered 
in future as investiga-
tions continued under 
Task Force Horizon, a 
dedicated task force 
announced on Tuesday.

SA Premier Peter 
Malinauskas said his 
“thoughts are with Gus 
and his family”.

“We would love to 
have resolution to this 
matter, but not any more 
than the family would 
themselves,” he said on 
Friday. 

The child has been 
missing since Saturday, 
September 27. He was 
last seen playing around 
5 p.m. on a ridge near 
the house of the prop-
erty, which spans about 
6,000 hectares and is 
located about 43 kilome-
ters south of Yunta.

LEFT: The 18th Greek 
Odyssey Festival was 
officially launched on 
Friday the 3rd of October 
2025 at the heart of Ade-
laide’s Greek Community, 
the historic Olympic Hall. 
In the picture, amongst 
other guests, were, the 
Federal Member for 
Hindmarsh Steve Geor-
ganas MP, Olivia Savvas 
Member for Newland, 
Adelaide Councillor Mary 
Couros, West Torrens 
Mayor Michael Coxon, 
Councillor George Deme-
triou and the President of 
the Cyprus Community 
Chris Ioannou

Native mussel restoration 
project supported by 

Victor Harbor community
O n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t 

areas to be hit by South 
Australia’s devastating 
algal bloom is looking 
towards recovery with 
plans to rebuild the popu-
lation of native mussels in 
the waters of Encounter 
Bay.

In early March signs 
that something was wrong 
with South Austral ia’s 
waters began appearing 
around Victor Harbor on 
the Fleurieu Peninsula.

In the months to come 
other beaches, including 
metropolitan ones, would 
be hit.

Now,  as  s igns  o f 
healthy marine life return 
to Encounter Bay, a trial is 
planned to find out how to 
best boost native mussel 
numbers.

But it needs more long-
term local knowledge from 
fishers, residents and holi-
day makers to fill in some 
information gaps. 

Ozfish ecologist Brad 
Martin said there was 
a dearth of knowledge 
among researchers about 
the state’s native mussels, 
so researchers were want-
ing to hear from people 
who know where beds 
are, or may have noticed 
them disappearing from 
certain areas around the 
bay.

“The information about 
where the mussel beds 
actually are, what their 
size is and their current 
condition, just isn’t there,” 
he said. 

About eight nat ive 
species are found in the 
Encounter Bay area, rang-
ing from small intertidal 
mussels to larger subtidal 
species, but Mr Martin 

said there was a lack of 
knowledge about them.

So this week he pulled 
on his waders to search 
for existing native mussel 
beds and where the differ-
ent species grow.

He was jo ined by 
c i t i zen sc ient is t  and 
Phytoplankton of South 
A u s t r a l i a  v o l u n t e e r 
Samantha Sea who had 
been taking and analysing 
water samples from the 
area for some time.

Ms Sea, who has a 
degree in physics, said 
she became involved with 
the mussel project to try 
and help fill in the knowl-
edge gaps.

“We just don’t know 
enough about our environ-
ment. We just don’t know 
enough about what hap-
pens with the mussels, 
our native mussels,” she 
said.

“So, worst case sce-
nario, even if this [doesn’t] 
work, we’ll get so much 
more science and so 
much more information so 
we know what not to do 
next time.”

Like oysters, Mr Martin 
said mussels intercepted 
nutrients in the water col-
umn and helped to filter 
algae in the water.

Federal Member for 
Adelaide, Steve Geor-
ganas MP, welcomes the 
Albanese Government’s 
announcement that i t 
will formally recognise 
World Greek Language 
Day during the upcom-
ing UNESCO General 
Conference.

This recognition of Feb-
ruary 9th as World Greek 
Language Day h igh-
lights the importance of 
the Greek language and 
culture and strengthens 
Australia’s longstanding 
relationship with Greece.

Mr Georganas is a 
proud advocate for the 
Greek language and 
heritage, and he plays a 
key role in fostering ties 
between the Australian 
Government and Greece.

Greek is  the s ix th 
most spoken language in 
Australia, with approxi-
mately 229,000 speaking 
the language at home. 
This reflects the deep cul-
tural ties and the endur-
ing contribution of Greek 
Australians to the nation’s 
multicultural identity.

Australia’s recognition 
reflects the significant 
contribution of Greek tra-
dition and culture to the 
nation’s multicultural jour-
ney.

The UNESCO General 
Con-ference will be held 
from 30 October to 13 
November at the Silk 
Road Samarkand Confe-
rence Centre.

Speaking to the Greek 
Tribune, Federal Member 
f o r  A d e l a i d e  S t e v e 
Georganas welcomed the 
move.

“As someone deeply 
proud of my Greek her-
itage, I am honoured to 
see the language and 
culture that shaped my 
upbringing being recog-
nised on the world stage. 
This is a moment of pride 
for the Greek Australians 
everywhere.”

“Recognising World 
Greek Language Day is 
more than symbolic. It is 
a celebration of the endur-
ing legacy of Greek cul-
ture and its contribution 
to modern Australia”, Mr 
Gerganas said.

Australia to Recognise World Greek Language Day

Federal Member for Adelaide, Steve Georganas MP


